Molecular analysis of muscular dystrophy.
It is now possible to map almost any disease locus to a chromosomal region in the human genome by family studies with restriction fragment length polymorphisms. Duchenne and Becker muscular dystrophies have been shown to be localized within the same small region of Xp21 on the human X chromosome. Myotonic dystrophy has been localized to a region close to the centromere of chromosome 19. Technologies are now available to identify candidate genes for the diseases. Autosomal recessive muscular dystrophies are more difficult to study, but even these will be amenable to analysis in the very near future. The next decade should witness some exciting advances in the molecular analysis and clinical management of human muscular dystrophies.